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Parish Deacon Rev. Stuart Hill Tel: 07802 660020                                                                     Child Protection Trish Kennedy, Rita Mc Menamin and Maureen Ellis                   Parish Sisters of the Order of St. Gildas 0121 770 3518
Tree C’s Club Danny Matthews Tel 07534 269020; St. Annes Parish Club   Tel. 0121 770 2789 
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These parishes are part of the Archdiocese of Birmingham: Registered Charity No 234216                                                                                                                                           14th  June Feast of the Body & Blood of Christ   ; Year A                                               
Mass will be said daily in private for these intentions in church.                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                        
(Sat)  13th Private Intention
(Sun) 14th   Parishioners                                                                                                          Mon. 15th  Ann O  Shea 854                                                                                                                                            Tue.   16th  Hand Family 856                                                                                                                                                                                                                                               Wed. 17th  Carmel Nolan 857                                                                                                     Thurs.18th   St Barnabas  Tom Joyce                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                 
 Fri.    19th  Feast of the Sacred Heart of Jesus  Tom Mc Evoy 855                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                        
Next Weekend 21st   June Twelfth of the year;  year A                                                       
(Sat) 20th Feast of the Immaculate Heart of Mary Private Intention                                                                                                                                                                                                                
(Sun.) 21st   Parishioners                                                                                                          CONFESSIONS By appointment                                                                                                                               GOING INTO HOSPITAL: Please inform the hospital Chaplain and the parish priest                        Sanctuary Lamp:                                   Our Lady’s Lamp:                                                     Finance: St. Anne’s £p . SS. John & Anthony’s £p.  
Many thanks to all for continuing to donate to your church by posting your envelopes through our front door. Your generosity is much appreciated.                                                                                                                                       Deaths: Please pray for:,  Margaret Hunt, Kevin  Kelly,  Terry Bowen,  Cathy McLeod, Denis O Sullivan, Beryl Lillian Newbold, Owen Slack,  Patrick Fitzpatrick,  Mrs. Teresa  Turner, Kathleen Cullhane, Joanna Bazen, Frank Fenney, Detta Kavanagh,  Michael McNamee, Eileen Smith,  Anne Patterson, Jack Costello, Elizabeth Farrell, and Bridget Wilson. May they all enjoy God’s Kingdom                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                  Feast of the Body & Blood of Christ : John 6: 51 – 58; A modern tourist in cities like      Paris and Rome, and particularly Rome cannot but be struck by the extraordinary number of churches and their close proximity to each other. In Rome each street has several churches and occasionally, next door to each other. Most people may assume, that the density of churches  is due, to Rome being the headquarters  of the catholic church, many religious orders established houses there. While this may be true on some occasions, this is not the historical explanation, and certainly not the case in Paris. Within the walls of the old city of Paris there is the cathedral of Notre Dame and the church of St Julian-le-Pauvre 50 yards apart. Like Notre Dame most of these churches date back to the middle ages when todays feast originated.  
        It began in the city of Leige in northern France and when a priest of that diocese became Pope Urban iv he made it a feast of the universal church in 1224. Gradually it spread throughout Christendom. By the fifteenth century Corpus Christi was the principal feast everywhere. Every city, town and village held its own Corpus Christi procession and in places it was the main social event of the year. Months were spent preparing for it. Of course we must take into account what conditions were like. The city of Paris for example consisted of cluster of timber built houses arranged in narrow streets, where humans and animals lived closely together in squalor. Streets were running sewers and rat infested. Plagues were endemic and fire a constant hazard. Medicine was primitive or non-existent. In this environment naturally Corpus Christi devotion had an enormous appeal. What greater protection could people ask for than the body of Christ, carried in procession through their streets to inoculate them against all such infections.  
        Over the next centuries devotions to the Body and Blood of Christ continued to increase. There was e.g. visits to the Blessed Sacrament, also Exposition and Benediction, and many more. Also the notion developed that no place was too good to house the body of Christ, this led to building bigger and more ornate churches, like Notre Dame and Chartres cathedrals. Changes were introduced into the Mass, in particular the elevation of the Host and Chalice after the Consecration. As blindness was a common affliction then, looking at the elevated host would protect them. Todays feast has a long and varied history. But its important to realize we are also part of that history and we should make it our own.   We illustrate our love for the Real Presence by availing of every opportunity to receive the Blessed Sacrament. Jesus is present in the Eucharist for our benefit to make Himself present in our lives. We may well ask, Is He always present in us ?. 
                  This is why we attend Mass every weekend. The word Mass comes from the word Mission, emphasising  we have a mission to fulfil i.e. to go out and spread  Gods Kingdom in the world.  To be successful in this task we need strength and courage. Consequently Jesus makes Himself available to us in Holy Communion, then whatever the circumstances and difficulties we encounter we can rely on Jesus as He is with us, and through Him we  succeed in promoting Gods Kingdom. This is a unique opportunity and privilege and we cherish it.  
Reopening of our Churches: We have applied for the reopening of St. Anne’s Church initially for private prayer. Assuming we get permission from the archdiocese  it will commence on Sat. 20th 5.30p. to 7.00pm; and Sun. 21st 10.30 to 12.00 noon, and weekdays  9.00am to 10.00am.                                                             We are still appealing for more stewards to help that all will progress efficiently. There is a meeting for all stewards at 7.00pm in the church on this Thurs. 18thJune.   Many thanks to all who have volunteered.               



