
Read Write Inc. Phonics

St Anne’s Catholic Primary School
Phonics Parent Information

Phonics is quite  

fun actually!
Yeah! We have so much 

fun in phonics!



At St Anne’s we use

This is a fun and engaging way to teach every child 
to read and write.

This is Fred Frog

Fred Frog is a fun character who can only say and  

read words in pure sounds.

When we “Fred Talk” we break words into individual

sounds, this helps us to blend and segment words.

e.g. F – r – e – d i - s a f – r – o - g
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First we teach the “pure sounds”

It is so important that a child says these sounds correctly,

to hear an example of how to say the sounds please visit:

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=UCI2mu7URBc

There are single letter sounds 
and sounds made from 
more  than one letter, we 
call these “special friends” 
as they work together to 
make one sound.

e.g. sh, ch, nk…
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https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=UCI2mu7URBc
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Blend sounds to make words

We play “Fred Talk” games to practice this skill

You can too…

Shall we have l-u-n-ch?

Can you h-o-p?

Let’s put on your c-oa-t

After we have learnt the individual 
sounds we then learn how to blend 
them to make words. This is the first  
stage of reading, initially we use CVC 
(consonant vowel consonant) words 
and then progress to 4 sound words: 
frog – pram – clip - drop
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Segment or Fred Talk to sound out (spell) words

o

Using “Fred Fingers” helps 
us to identify individual 
sounds within a  word. This 
helps us with writing and 
spelling words.

Remember!

A special friend is a sound
made from more than one
letter.



Nonsense words

“What a load of nonsense”
The Year 1 phonics screening check is not a formal test, but a way for teachers to 
ensure that children are making sufficient progress with their phonics skills to read 
words and that they are on track to become fluent readers who can enjoy reading 
for pleasure and for learning.

These are words that are phonically decodable but are not actual words with an 
associated meaning e.g. brip, snorb. Pseudo words are included in the check, 
specifically to assess whether your child can decode a word using phonics skills and 
not their memory.

The pseudo words will be shown to your child with a picture of a monster and they 
will be asked to tell their teacher what sort of monster it is by reading the word.
This not only makes the check a bit more fun, but provides the children with a 
context for the nonsense word which is independent from any existing vocabulary 
they may have. Crucially, it does not provide any clues, so your child just has to be 
able to decode it. Children generally find nonsense words amusing so they will 
probably enjoy reading these words.
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Reading Ditties - Noun. Ditty (plural ditties) A short verse or tune
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Now the children have learnt all these skills they are now 
able to read!

We start off with reading a Ditty and the children build a 
book of their stories that they bring home to share.

Always practice the speed sounds and green words at the 
top of the page along with the red words before reading 
the ditty.

Red Words are words that trick you! We need to learn these
as we cannot Fred Talk them, e.g. I - the - put - to

Alongside the reading they are starting to write short 
captions and learning about Finger Spaces.

(gaps between words)



Reading at home

When they start to read books we will send a  leaflet home with the first red book. 
This will explain the different sections of the book and how to help them practice 
reading. Starting with the Speed Sounds, then the Story Green Words and Red 
Words before reading the stories, just like we did with the ditties. At the end of the 
book there are Questions to Answer and Speedy Green Words to practice.
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Reading Ditties in Red Books

Red books

When a book has been covered in class, we will
send it home. The red books contain 3 ditties.

Please note: the children would have read this book 
a minimum of 3 times in school. It may appear too 
easy for them but, practicing text over and over will 
improve the fluency of their reading. Please make 
sure they are also accurate with what they are
reading too.



Get Writing!

Using these skills, they will  

‘complete a sentence’ 

and then

‘hold a sentence’

(write down a sentence 
that has been spoken 
repeatedly for them)
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In our sessions we will use the familiar story write words. 

We may need to use Fred Talk and Fred Fingers to do this:

chin =ch – i - n we encourage the children to underline special friends

chin 
its leg
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Set 2 and 3 sounds

sun 
dress 
horse 
princess  
prince

s
ss
se
c
ce

igh
i-e
ie
i
y

night  
nice 
pie 
hi
fly

As the children gain confidence and speed 
with their reading they will move through the 
programme and the coloured level of 
books.

We will then teach Set 2 and lastly Set 3
sounds.

We will then learn how there are different
graphemes (letters to write the sounds) and
how they can make the same sound or
phoneme.

The Complex Speed Sounds Chart show us all 
the graphemes that make the one sound 
and puts them into one box.
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Writing
steeling ee

y
ea
e

ch
tch

pach

patch

stealing

Early Learning Goal 

Children use their phonic knowledge 

to write words in ways which match 

their spoken sounds. They also write 

some irregular common words. They 

write simple sentences which can be 

read by themselves and others.

Some words are spelt correctly and

others are phonetically plausible.

nee n
nn
kn knee

The children will practice 
their writing skills in sessions  
by completing a  task 
linked to the text we have 
covered. This will help  
them to reach the Early 
Learning Goal at the end
of Reception.

The Complex Speed 
Sound Chart will help show 
how the different sounds 
are represented by many 
graphemes. This will help  
with spelling the words 
that they want to write.



Read Write Inc. Phonics

For the Love of Reading

The love of reading, and the variety of texts, 
will inspire your child’s imagination and 
expand their vocabulary.

Sharing a book with a child is fun!

It's a time for closeness, laughing and talking together.

It can also give children a flying start in life and help them become lifelong readers.

Be a reading role model…

…show them how you love to read
And they will too!


