St. Anne’s Catholic Primary School

CHARGING AND REMISSIONS
POLICY

Our School Mission Statement:

Each one of us is unique
Each one of us is special
Because we are created by God’s love.
May God’s love shine on our lives
As we care and share and learn together.

Introduction



All education during School hours is free. We do not charge for any activity undertaken as
part of the National Curriculum,

Legal framework

This policy has due regard to all relevant legislation and statutory guidance including, but not
limited to, the following:

. * Education Act 1996

. * The Charges for Music Tuition (England) Regulations 2007
. * The Education (Prescribed Public Examinations) (England) Regulations 2010
. * Freedom of Information Act 2000

. * DfE (2018) ‘Charging for school activities’
. * DfE (2020) ‘Governance handbook’
. * The trust’s Funding Agreement

. * ESFA (2022) ‘Academy trust handbook 2022’

This policy operates in conjunction with the following school policies:

. » Complaints Procedures Policy

. * Debt Recovery Policy

. * Freedom of Information Policy

. * Freedom of Information Publication Scheme

Voluntary contributions

When organising School trips or visits to enrich the curriculum and the educational
experience of the children, the School invites parents to contribute to the cost. All
contributions are voluntary. If we do not receive sufficient voluntary contributions, we may
cancel a trip. If a trip goes ahead, it may include children whose Parents have not paid any
contribution. We do not treat these children differently from any others.

If a Parent wishes their child to take part in a School trip or event, but is unwilling or unable
to make a voluntary contribution, we do allow the child to participate fully in the trip or
activity. Sometimes the School pays additional costs in order to support the visit. Parents
have a right to know how each trip is funded. The School provides this information on
request.

The following is a list of additional activities, organised by the School, which require
voluntary contributions from parents. These activities are known as ‘optional extras’. This
list is not exhaustive:

. Visits to Museums;
. Sporting Activities which require transport expenses;
. Outdoor Adventure Activities; ¢  Visits to or by a Theatre Company;

. Musical events.



Residential visits

If the School organises a Residential visit in School time, or mainly in School time, which is
to provide education directly related to the National Curriculum, we do not make any charge
for the education. However, we do make a charge to cover the costs of travel, board and
lodging.

Music tuition
All children study music as part of the normal school curriculum.

Swimming

The School organises swimming lessons for children in Key Stage 2. These take place in
School time and are part of the National Curriculum. We therefore make no charge for this
activity. We inform Parents when these lessons are to take place, and we ask parents to make
a voluntary contribution towards the cost of transport.

School trip refunds

All initial deposits for school trips will be non-refundable.

In the event that the school has to cancel a trip due to foreseen circumstances, parental
contributions will be refunded. In the event that a school trip is cancelled by a party other
than the school due to unforeseen circumstances, it is at the school’s discretion as to whether
a refund is given to parents.

In the event that a pupil or their parents cancel the pupil’s place on a trip, it will be at the
school’s discretion as to whether a refund is given. The school will take into account the
reason for cancellation, whether the school will be reimbursed for the pupil’s place on the
trip, and whether the place on the trip can be offered to another pupil.

In the event that a pupil cannot attend a trip at the last minute, e.g. due to illness, it will be at
the school’s discretion as to whether a refund is given. The school will take into account
whether the school will be reimbursed for the pupil’s place on the trip and whether the place
on the trip can be offered to another pupil.

If a parent wishes to make a complaint about refunds, they will be able to do so via the
Complaints Procedures Policy.

Damaged or lost items

The school may charge for the cost of replacing items that are damaged or lost due to the
negligence or poor behaviour of pupils or their parents. Parents will only be charged the
replacement cost to purchase the same or equivalent item. The school will consider waiving
costs in exceptional circumstances, e.g. financial hardship.

Monitoring and Review
This Policy is monitored by the Governing Body, and will be reviewed annually, or earlier if
necessary.



Remissions Policy

The Head Teacher, acting on behalf of the Local Governing Body may remit, in full or in
part, charges in respect of a pupil, if they feel that it is reasonable in the circumstances.
Parents unable to pay for any of the school activities, should not hesitate to speak to the Head
Teacher, in confidence, in the first instance. Each situation will be judged on its own merits

and all remissions will be authorised by the Head Teacher.

Review date December 2025



