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ST. ANNE’S CATHOLIC PRIMARY SCHOOL 
HEADTEACHER:  Mr D Linehan 

Bosworth Drive, Chelmsley Wood, Birmingham, B37 5DP 
Tel: 0121 779 8060      Email: parentmail@st-annes.solihull.sch.uk 
Website: http://www.stannessolihull.co.uk  Follow us on Twitter: @StAnnesCP 

 St. Anne’s Mission Statement: “Each one of us is unique, each one of us is special, because we are created by God’s 
love.  May God’s love shine on our lives as we care and share and learn together.” 

 

  Friday 4th April 2025 
 

CATHOLIC LIFE 
 

School Virtue for this half term – Attentive & Discerning 
  

   In our Liturgical Calendar we are currently in Lent, a time of repentance  
 

The half term focus for Catholic Social Teaching is: ‘Option for the poor and vulnerable’ 
 
 

DIOCESAN VIRTUES AT ST. ANNE’S – OUR HALF TERM VIRTUE: ‘ATTENTIVE & DISCERNING’ 
 

As part of Our Lady and All Saint Mac Academy, the Children’s Charter depicts five principles. Each half term 
we will focus on a principle, that links beautifully with our Catholic virtue for the half term. 

 
All Saints are servants of Christ 

‘To the servant of God… every place is the right place and every time is the right time.’ St Catherine of Siena.  All 
students in Our Lady and All Saints Catholic Multi-Academy Company are encouraged to ask ‘Who is God calling me 
to be?’ Through the strong teaching of religious education; the joyous celebration of our Catholic life and the provision 
of high quality, reflective collective worship opportunities, we offer everyone the chance to consider their vocation and 

how best to develop and use their faith for the good of others and to worship Christ. 
We want everyone within our family of schools to be ‘Strong in Faith’ considering the example of Our Lady – the 

‘Handmaid of the Lord’ who, in saying yes to God, showed us that we too are able to discover the path to holiness 
and to authentic spirituality as we become servants of the Lord. 

 

Attentive and Discerning 
Attentive to their experience and to their vocation; and discerning about the choices they make and the effects of 

those choices. 
 

RE INSPIRE PARENT WORKSHOPS 
 

Please find the dates below for this academic years remaining RE Inspire Parent Workshops.  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

BLUERUNNER – ORDERING SCHOOL DINNERS 
 

Aspens have kindly asked us to remind parents to take their time when ordering school dinners for their 
children as they are experiencing a lot of children changing their mind at service. We encourage all children 

to try all foods, however if you know that your child does not like something specific please ensure this is not 
ordered as we do not wish for the child to be upset and not feel full after their afternoon lunch. Please also be 
mindful that if you have placed an order and your child comes in to school with a packed lunch, you will still 

be charged. If you have any queries regarding this please let us know and we can raise this with Aspens. 
Thank you 

 
 
 
 
 

Year Group Relevant RE Unit Date Time 8.50am 
Reception St Anne Monday 12th May 
1 Following Jesus Today Monday 23rd June  
2 Parables and Miracles Monday 16th June 
5 Pentecost Tuesday 20th May 

(Change of date) 
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GOODBYE AND GOODLUCK 
 

Mrs Sutcliffe has decided that the time has come for her to leave St. Anne’s for a new challenge. We thank Mrs 
Sutcliffe for her years of service in a number of different roles, all supporting the pupils of our school helping them to 
grow and flourish. Thank-you for all of your hard work and effort over your time here and on behalf all of the children 
and staff, we wish you the all the very best.   
 
Mrs Braddish has also decided that the time has come for to leave St. Anne’s to spend more time with her family.  
Hazel has worked at St. Anne’s in a variety of roles and has always supported the children across school to be the 
best that they can be. We thank Mrs Braddish for all of her hard work and effort during her time at St. Anne’s and we 
wish her and her family all the best for the future.  

 
 

ALTAR SERVING 

If your child has made their First Holy Communion, they now have the opportunity to become servers in St. Anne’s 
Church, providing they attend Sunday Mass regularly.   

This is a huge privilege and naturally involves a great deal of commitment. Your child also needs your support and 
encouragement in this commitment. If you would like your child to become an Altar Server, please fill in the consent 
form below and return to your child’s class teacher.  

Once we have names of children interested, arrangements will be made for the children to attend Sunday Mass 
where they will be offered support.  

 
 

FIRST HOLY COMMUNION 
 
Last Saturday, the final group of Year 3 children received the Blessed Sacrament for the first time in a beautiful and 
meaningful Mass. We are incredibly proud of each of them as they took this important step in their faith journey. A 
special thank you to Father Christopher and Father Stephen for celebrating the Mass and guiding the children through 
this significant moment. We would also like to express our heartfelt gratitude to Mrs. Cope for her dedication and hard 
work in preparing the children for this special occasion. It was a truly blessed day for all involved! 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

EASTER CREATIVITY! 
 
 
Easter Bonnets 
Children in nursery and reception may bring a homemade Easter Bonnet to school on 
Friday 11th April. We will not be holding a competition, but they will have fun in class 
parading as a yer group in their special Easter Bonnets if they wish to join in. The 
whole purpose is to be creative and most importantly, have fun! 
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Easter Gardens 
Children in Year 1, 2 and 3 may bring in a homemade Holy Easter Garden on Friday 
11th April. 
 
Decorated Easter Egg 
Children in Year 4,5 and 6 may bring in a decorated egg linked to the theme 
‘vocations’ – Who is God calling you to be? On Friday 11th April. 
 
 
These activities will not be for a competition, they are just a chance to be creative and 
have some fun! We look forward to seeing all your wonderful creations. 
 
 
 
 
 

LENTEN CAKE SALES 
 
Catholic Social Teaching in Action: Care for the poor and vulnerable 
 
Date: Monday 7th – Friday 11th April 
 
 
During the last week before we break for Easter, there will be an opportunity for children to bring in cakes to sell and 
lead on Lenten activity stalls to raise money for our chosen Lenten charities.  
Children often come up with their own fabulous ideas such as ‘guess how many sweets in a jar’ with a numbered 
sheet, or ‘guess the name of the teddy’ along with bringing cakes in to sell. 
The cakes and stalls will be sold between 10-20 pence each. 
Thank you in advance for your support and generosity during Lent.  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

PERSONAL DEVELOPMENT 
 
Stations of the Cross 
This week, Key Stage Two had the opportunity to reflect on the Stations of the Cross with Deacon Stuart in church, 
marking a meaningful moment during the Jubilee Year of Pilgrims of Hope. As we journeyed through the final 
moments of Jesus’ life, we were reminded of the hope and renewal that come from following His path. Deacon Stuart 
helped us connect the Stations to the theme of pilgrimage, encouraging us to see each step as a part of our own faith 
journey. It was a beautiful way for us to reflect on the sacrifices of Jesus while embracing the hope that Easter brings. 
A special thank you to Ikenna for guiding us round the stations so beautifully and to Mrs Neild for her reverent piano 
playing, keeping a calm and reflective atmosphere. 
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In 
this 
this 

week’s votes the children 
answered the following topic question: 

 
• Are role models important to you? (7-11) 

• Do role models help you? (5-7) 
 
World Autism Awareness day 
2nd April was World Autism Awareness Day, a day to raise awareness about Autism 
Spectrum Disorder (ASD) and to celebrate the strengths and uniqueness of individuals 
on the autism spectrum. Understanding is the first step to acceptance. As we say at 
Saint Anne’s Primary School: we are all special, we are all unique because we are 
created by God.  
Across school in assemblies and classes a special focus was given to celebrate 
Neurodiversity. Through stories and discussions, the children learnt that, embracing 
differences makes the world a richer, more compassionate place. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

ACTIVE HOMEWORK – WELL DONE CHILDREN! 
 
Football coaching at JHNCC  
4O’R had a fantastic time at John Henry Newman on Wednesday afternoon. The children 
had the opportunity to take part in a range of football drills and play in a small sided 
games led by the sixth-form leaders.  
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Harper in Year 2 – Another successful weekend for 
Harper at her Dance competition!  
Harper was awarded with fourteen gold medals and 
three silver medals for her exceptional skill and talent 
in a range of dance styles! We couldn’t be more 
proud of you Harper,  
 
 
  
 

 
 
 
Reuben and Remmy in Year 1 at swimming this week. A great way to stay active, well done both!  
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
NURSERY 

 
Religious Education 
The Nursery children can make the Sign of the Cross and they know that when we 
pray we are talking to God the Father and to Jesus.  They have thought about 
times that they have had to say sorry and thought about ways that they can be 
helpful.  
 
 
 
 
Understanding the World 
This week in nursery we have enjoyed learning about wild animals. The children were so excited to go on an outdoor 
safari adventure to look for a variety of animals. The children used a tick sheet, binoculars and cameras to help them 
search for the animals.  
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Jack - “My favourite wild animal 
is a hyena.” 
Milan - “My favourite wild animal 
is a zebra.” 
Oliver - “My favourite wild animal 
is a lion.” 
Nova-Blue - “My favourite animal 
is a giraffe. 
 

RECEPTION 
 
Celebration of the Word  
This week Reception children walked the journey that Jesus took in this 
Season of Lent. The children took Luce with them to remind them that 
they are Pilgrims of Hope. At each station the children learned about 
Jesus’ suffering but they also learned about how important it is to have 
hope and also how important it is to trust in God. At each station the 
children opened an egg and found a symbol to represent the story.  They 
said a prayer also to show how grateful they are for Jesus’ sacrifices. 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
Maths 
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In Reception this week the children have been introduced to number bonds to 10. They used the stem sentence “___ 
and ___ is a bond to 10” to aid them with their learning. The children used concrete objects to represent their bonds to 
10. The children learned new maths vocabulary to help them communicate their findings.   

 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

YEAR 1 
 
RE – Stations of the Cross 
This week as Pilgrims of Hope, we went on a pilgrimage through the Stations of the Cross. At 
each station, we thought about how Jesus’ journey teaches us to be strong and trust in God. When 
He fell, He got back up—showing us to never give up. Kind people, like His mother, Simon, and 
Veronica, remind us to help others. Even when Jesus died, His love never ended. His resurrection 
gives us hope and joy. As we walked this pilgrimage, we remembered that Jesus is always with us, 
guiding us on our journey of faith and the sacrifice He made for us.  

 

 
 
 
 

 
History – Great Explorers 
As Historians we have continued our enquiry of great explorers. After 
learning all about Christopher Columbus, we have now turned our 
focus to Neil Armstrong. Once we learnt about his life and legacy, we 
created a timeline by correctly placing each event of Armstrong’s life 
into chronological order. We then used our prior knowledge of life in the 
1400’s during Christopher Columbus’ time, and compared it to life in 
the 1900’s and life in our present day.  
 
 
 
 
 

YEAR 2 
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RE- Stations of the Cross 
This week in RE, Year 2 walked the Stations of the Cross, reflecting on Jesus' journey to His death. We also 
celebrated the Jubilee of Hope, which encourages us to keep hope in our hearts, just like Jesus did. The children 
learned that Jesus never gave up, even in suffering, and that hope helps us through tough times. 
At each station, the children carried their companion Luce, a symbol of being Pilgrims of Hope, and 
opened an egg with a symbol representing the story. They also said a prayer to thank Jesus for His 
sacrifices. This activity helped them understand the importance of hope, trust in God, and love in our 
lives 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Music 
Year 2 have been mixing art and music together. We have listened to three pieces of music based around three 
different planets and used mark making, lines and colours to represent the sounds we could hear.  
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Science- Plant Update 
Our Year 2 scientists have been fantastic biologists this week, 
observing the plants from last week’s science experiment. The 
children have been excited to see some of their seeds starting to 
germinate. So far, they’ve noticed that the seeds planted on top of the 
soil are growing better than those buried underneath. It's been a great 
opportunity for them to explore and learn about plant growth! 
  

 

 

 

YEAR 3 
 
Religious Education 
This week, we took time to answer our Big Catholic Social Teaching question: Why do 
you think that it’s important to put those in need first during Lent? We reflected on how 
Lent is a time to show love and care for others, especially those who are poor or 
vulnerable. Linking this to the CST principle of Option for the Poor and Vulnerable, we 
have learned that helping those in need is not just a good deed but a way of following 
Jesus' example of love and compassion.  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
English/History – Non-fiction Writing 
This week, Year 3 children have been busy writing their non-chronological 
reports in response to the historical enquiry question: What was life like in 
Ancient Egypt? We worked hard to organise our knowledge into clear and 
detailed reports, showcasing our understanding of this fascinating ancient 
civilisation. It was a fantastic way for us to bring history to life and share our 
discoveries with others! 
 
 
 
 
 
 

YEAR 4 
  
Religious Education – Stations of the Cross  
Year 4 reflected upon the Stations of the Cross this week, we are preparing for the Holy Week and the coming of 
Christ.  
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PE 
Year 4 have been enjoying their PE unit: Dance. We learnt about the origins of Samba music and how this links to the 
famous carnival in Rio De Janeiro in Brazil. We put different compositions together to Samba music. We also 
discussed what it means to be a good ‘audience’ and how this can help us with our listening skills.  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

YEAR 5 
 
Religious Education 
This week, in Religious Education, Year 5 have been creating some beautiful art work all to do with Lent. As we 
approach Holy Week and Easter, we thought that creating some art work would be a fantastic way to demonstrate our 
understanding. The children created some very unique pictures using oil pastels, creating an image of the Cross. 
Every piece of art work was different, which was beautiful. We loved seeing their brilliant work! 

 

 
 
 
Art and Design 
Year 5 have clearly been very artistic this week! To finish off our I Need Space unit in Art, all about retro futurism and 
the Space Race (yes – Art and History combined!) we put all of our knowledge together from our unit to create a final 
piece. This meant that the children chose something that they imagined would be in the world in 50 years time – for 
example a flying car or robots! Then, we created a repeated image in our sketch books. We certainly have super 
artists in Year 5! 
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YEAR 6  

  
Religious Education 
The children in Year 6 spent some wonderful moments in reflection on the Sacrament of Reconciliation. We thought 
about our Reconciliation Service with Deacon Stuart and how this helps prepare us for the Liturgical season in 
following Christ. We reflected on how the Sacrament of Reconciliation celebrates God’s mercy and forgiveness. We 
wrote our own version of the Examination of Conscience and reflected on these questions. 

 
 
PE 
Year 6 have been busy this week being active! 6N have had wonderful PE lessons developing their tennis skills, in 
particular the forehand ground stroke! 6M have been dancing away adapting the ‘stamp and clap’ sequence, focusing 
on changing dynamics and using space to elevate their routines! 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 

BUILDING THE KINGDOM 
 

 

 

 
 

 
SCHOOL OF SANCTUARY 

 
 
At Saint Anne’s, we are passionate about the work we do as a School of Sanctuary, building the 
Kingdom of God by making our community inclusive and welcoming.  
 
We are putting our faith into action as we are reaching out to the new Secretary of State for 
Education, Bridget Phillipson MP, to introduce the work of Schools of Sanctuary, the challenges 
we face, and the changes we would like to see.  
 
We are asking her to encourage all schools around the country to take part in this important 
initiative. 
The letter can be found on our website here: Letter to Bridget Phillipson MP 
 

At St Anne’s, we are striving to Build the Kingdom of God!  
We are helping the children develop the skills we needed to be: 

• Agents for a spirit-fuelled transformation of society. 
• Moving our learning into action and our faith into action! 

 
We are teaching the children that they are the leaders of 

tomorrow! 

https://primarysite-prod-sorted.s3.amazonaws.com/stannescatholicprimaryschoolbirmingham/UploadedDocument/b49b9b29-7354-4384-bba7-55df2e29a0f0/letter-to-new-secretary-of-state-for-education.pdf
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TEN TEN RELIGIOUS EDUCATION NEWSLETTER 

 
Please see link below for the monthly TenTen R.E Newsletter. The information shared on this newsletter links to the 
children’s Collective Worship in class.   
 
www.tentenresources.co.uk/prayers-for-home/parent-newsletter/ 
 
 

ST ANNES & ST ANTHONYS CHURCH PARISH NEWSLETTER 
 
Please find a link below to the Parish Newsletter which you can find on our website.   
https://www.stannessolihull.co.uk/spring2025 
 
 

ONLINE SAFETY TIP OF THE WEEK 
 
LEGO Arcade 
Are you looking for games for your child to play online that are child friendly? LEGO have a selection of fun games including 
Lego Ninjago and Lego Friends: https://kids.lego.com/engb/arcade  
 
 

HEAD TEACHER ACADEMIC AWARDS OF THE WEEK 
 
RH – Amaiya-Jourdan RL – Willow S 1I –  Jessie A 1OC – Leo S 2B – Wannie T 
2R – Michaela K 3L – Charlie C 3R – Phoebe T 4P – Akinleye A 4OR – Yasmeen S 
5R – Jake D 5T – Neive H  6M – Aliyah G 6N – Ruby C  
 

HEAD TEACHER EFFORT AWARDS OF THE WEEK 
 
RH – Frankie F RL – Isaac M-S 1I – Nicole Z 1OC – Harvey A 2B – Tommy B 

2R – Amelia L 3L – Oscar H-P 3R – Milly K 4P – Maja M 4OR – Jack R 
5R – Sidney E 5T – Kian T 6M – Daisy T 6N – Ayden W-H  
 

OUTSTANDING VIRTUE CERTIFICATE – ‘CURIOUS & ACTIVE’ 
 

RH – Ava L   RL – Evaleigh M   1I – Tabitha G      1OC – Grace K         2B – Paivley P 

2R –  Amaya T   3L – Lilly Mae    3R – Charlotte L       4P – Harper W         4OR –Lacie-Mae 
5R – Zuriel H   5T – James T    6M – Amiinah B      6N – Anjola A  
 

   

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

http://www.tentenresources.co.uk/prayers-for-home/parent-newsletter/
https://www.stannessolihull.co.uk/spring2025
https://kids.lego.com/engb/arcade
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LUNCH TIME MENU FOR W/C 7TH APRIL 
 
 
 
 

COMMUNICATION WITH SCHOOL 
 

For queries such as reporting children’s absence, requesting information or other general questions, please contact 
us via parentmail@st-annes.solihull.sch.uk.  This is a dedicated parent email address which is monitored throughout 
the day.  Messages sent here will be sent on to the relevant staff member(s) if necessary.   
 
If you have any queries at all or if it is an urgent message, please do not hesitate to contact the School Office on 0121 
779 8060. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

mailto:parentmail@st-annes.solihull.sch.uk
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TERM DATES 2024-2025 
 
 

 

Spring Term 2025 
 

Spring 1 
 

Monday 6th January 2025 – INSET  
Children NOT in school  

 
Starts: Tuesday 7th January 

Children return to school  
 

Half-Term:  
Monday 17th February to  

Friday 21st February  
 

Monday 24th February – INSET 
Children NOT in school 

 
 

Spring 2  
 

Starts: Tuesday 25th February 
Children return to school  

 
Easter Holiday: 

Monday 14th April to  
Friday 25th April 

 

Summer Term 2025 
 

Summer 1 
 

Starts: Monday 28th April 
Children return to school 

 
Monday 5th May – Bank Holiday 

 
Half-Term: 

Monday 26th May to  
Friday 30th May  

 
 

Summer 2 
 

Starts: Monday 2nd June 
Children return to school  

 
Last Day of Term for Children: 

Friday 18th July  
 

Monday 21st July – INSET 
Children NOT in School  

 
 

 Summer Holidays: 
Start Tuesday 22nd July  

 

 

ATTENDANCE 
 
Late marks and Absences  
The doors open for children in Reception to Year 6 at 8.30am and close at 8.40am.  Children who arrive after this time 
must go to the School Office where they will be given their late mark.  Late marks are monitored and recorded.  Children 
who arrive from 9.10am onwards are marked on the register as a ‘U’ for unauthorised absence, unless they are absent 
due to a medical appointment.  Children arriving at the School Office prior to 9.10am will receive a late mark, ‘L’ on the 
register.  
 
8.40am-9.10am = ‘L’, which means that your child receives a late mark.  We are required to put a reason on the register 
for children who are late so office staff will always ask for a reason.  If it is a personal/confidential reason please just 
say so; staff will make a note of this. 
9.10am and beyond = ‘U’, which means the morning is recorded as an unauthorised absence 
 
 
 
     

19 Days Lost  

               

13 Days Lost  

     

10 Days Lost  
     

6.5 Days Lost  
 
3 Days Lost  

5 Minutes Late  10 Minutes Late  15 Minutes Late  20 Minutes Late  30 Minutes Late  

(Over one academic year)  

 
 
Attendance and Holidays – 
Children Absent:  If your child is absent from school it is necessary that you contact school on the first day of your child’s 
absence.  Contact 0121 779 8060 and choose option 1 before the start of the day.  There is an answer phone facility 
for you to leave your child’s name, class and reason for absence.  Alternatively, you can email school with your child’s 
reason of absence:  parentmail@st-annes.solihull.sch.uk 
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Following previous correspondence, this reminds you again that all holidays are unauthorised and the Local Authority 
will fine parents regardless of when holidays are booked because the ruling has always been in place.  This is a Local 
Authority decision; the School cannot over-ride their decision. 
 

WINNING CLASS 
  1I 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 

 

DATES FOR YOUR DIARY  

 

PARENT CARER VOICE COFFEE MORNING FEEDBACK  
  

Mon 14th April – Fri 25th April  - Easter Holidays 
Wednesday 16th April - Reception Offer Day  

Monday 28th April - Children return to school – Start of Summer Term 1 
Monday 5th May - May Bank Holiday 

Mon. 12th – Thurs 15th  May - SATS Week 
Mon 26th May – Fri 20th May - Half Term 

Monday 2nd June - Children return to school – Start of Summer Term 2 
w/c Monday 9th June  - Year 5 Bikeability 

Wed 18th – Fri 20th June - Kenelm Trust (formerly Alton castle) residential trip 
Monday 21st July - INSET Day – Children NOT in school  

Tuesday 22nd July - Summer Holidays  
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